
William Barnes Class Newsletter Autumn 2022 

It has been so lovely to welcome your children back to school this week.  Everyone has returned 

enthusiastic, cheerful, ready to learn and re-connect with their friends. We are looking forward to a busy 

term together. 

English Maths Science History Art RE PE 

Blue Whales: 
Stories, 
poems, 
report 
writing, 
letters 

Place value 
Addition 
Subtraction 
Counting in 
25s, 50s and 
100s 

Forces and 
Magnets 

Iron Age Water 
colour 

Buddhism Fitness 

 

In English this term we will share stories and information books about Blue Whales, which are wonderful 

creatures.  We will share two books by Simon James about whales called ‘My Friend Whale’ and ‘Dear 

Greenpeace’.  Using these books as inspiration, the children will write their own information reports about 

whales, plus stories, poems and letters.  We will have a chance to explore some big numbers in this English 

topic too as blue whales are so huge. As part of this topic the children will write to Greenpeace themselves 

with their research questions and we will also design sea-life greetings cards to help fundraise for 

protecting marine life and we are planning to do a litter pick around the village, as 80% of the litter in the 

sea was originally dropped on land.  More details will follow but it would be lovely if any of you would like 

to join us and we hope to combine this with a visit to the park  

In maths, we will begin the year by investigating place value and helping the children recognize the value 

of each digit in a number. The children will learn to count up in 25s, 50s, 100s and 1000s and of course we 

will be working on addition and subtraction facts and times tables too. In our class there is a big focus on 

talking about maths and deepening understanding by exploring puzzles and big questions which I hope the 

children will enjoy. Learning times tables is a major focus in Year 3 and 4 and most days we will have some 

practice with the aim of learning all the times tables facts up to 12 x 12 by the end of year 4.   

Our science topic will be ‘Forces and Magnets’ which is a brilliant ‘hands on’ topic.  Together we will find 

out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching. The children will have opportunities to observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract 

some materials and not others. They will also compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet and identify some magnetic materials. Magnets are great fun for the 

children to explore and we will have fun making and breaking magnets and trying out magnet games and also 

possibly having a go at designing our own. 

In history this half term we will be studying the Iron Age. We will have lots of fun exploring the key changes in the 

Iron Age, Celtic culture and learning about hill forts.  We are planning a trip up Pilsden Hill and then onto 

Beaminster Museum to discover more about life in the Iron Age locally. More details to follow soon. 

RE – This half term the children will explore Buddhism.  They learn about the life of Siddartha Gautama, 

what he taught about how to live according the Eight Fold Path and Buddhist codes for living.  

PE – PE will continue to be every Tuesday and Wednesday.  Please can they come to school on these 

mornings wearing trainers and joggers with a t-shirt and school jumper on top. They did this brilliantly this 

week. 



Reading –  We spend a lot of time reading and sharing books in William Barnes class.  This week we have 

reviewed how to choose a good book and the children have made their own book marks which help them 

mark their page and also provide a space to record any new or tricky words.  Every day the children should 

come home with their yellow reading record and return to school with it the next morning. The yellow 

books are for children, parents and teachers to write positive comments and also help children remember 

their place in a book.  Sharing books with your children makes a powerful difference to so many things 

including their vocabulary, their imagination, their knowledge and their ability to access learning across the 

curriculum and beyond and the more you are able to enjoy books together the better.   I will send out 

another letter about reading soon but meanwhile if you would like to talk to me about reading or need 

help choosing books or finding strategies to encourage then I am always happy to help.  

Bookcase needed: Lots of exciting story and information books have been donated for William Barnes class 

to enjoy but at the moment we are short of a book case so they are sitting in bags! If anyone has a book 

case that needs a new home then we would be very grateful to have it.  We are happy to give it a coat of 

paint or do any repairs if it needs a bit of ‘tlc’.   

Homework:  Homework will be set every Thursday and needs to be handed into the homework box every 

Monday.  I am planning to begin Homework Club again, which was really good fun last year – everyone is 

welcome – more details to follow. 

Homework will include: 

 Daily reading and notes in the reading record 

 Weekly spellings 

 Times tables practice 

Each week I will also briefly describe our focus in class to give you the opportunity to talk about our topics 

at home.  This helps the children cement their learning and try out new vocabulary. I will suggest a few 

optional ideas the children may wish to follow up if they are interested in a theme. I am always amazed at 

how children’s ideas often inspire further lessons in class for everyone to enjoy, which is lovely. This part of 

the homework is optional only. 

Homework can play an important part in supporting your child’s learning at school but please never let it 

ruin your weekend.  In case you would like any additional home learning…here are a few extra ideas to 

support your child’s learning this half term: 

 Read, read, read as often as you can.  Talk about books and investigate tricky new words – what do 

they mean? 

 Visit the library to find books on different kinds of whales. Which ones can be seen on the British 

coast?  

 Use a thesaurus to find out as many alternative words for BIG as you can. 

 Make a collage of a whale or an underwater scene. 

 Make a mini book of exciting whale facts or create a poster. 

 Write your own whale story. 

 Do a beach clean. 

 Use fridge magnets to find out which everyday objects are magnetic. 

 Which British coins are magnetic? What metal are they made from? 

 Visit a local hill fort. Try Lewesden, Pilson, Lambert’s Castle or Maiden Castle – how far can you see? 



 Visit Beaminster Museum to find out more about The Iron Age locally. 

 Design an Iron Age artefact, maybe a tool or a weapon. 

 Find out the name of the Iron Age tribe living in Dorset. 

 Practise your times tables.  Make up songs, play dice and snap games and look for patterns. 

 Play on SUMDOG, Hit the Button, TTRockstars (I will glue in the login details into their reading 

records) 

 Look out for snails in the garden.  Where do they like to be? Notice their shells. 

In the next couple of weeks I will hold a ‘Meet the Teacher’ session and it would be lovely to see you all.  

Timings to follow. 

In the short time we have been together the children have already shown themselves to be calm, 

collaborative, motivated and cheerful.  It has been lovely to see some of you in the mornings and after 

school and please do not hesitate to talk to us if you have a query or problem, we are always happy to help 

and feel free to email the class email also   williambarnes@broadwindsor.dorset.sch.uk 

Take care and very best wishes 

Mrs Taylor and the William Barnes Team 
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